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to the native place. This is interpreted as a sign of
ruin of the family. As these terms show, the people
prefer the up-hill type and dislike the *4 reverting "
type.
Let us see what is the real difference between these
two types. If family A in the first generation gives a
girl to family B to be the latter's daughter-in-law, and
in the next generation the process is repeated, the pro-
cess is an ** up-hill " one. If the process is reversed
in the next generation, the girl is the " reverting J> type.
In the first case the girl will be the daughter-in-law of
her father's sister, who is from the father's Chia and
still stands in an intimate relation to her father ; while
in the second case, the girl will be the daughter-in-law
of her mother's brother's wife, who has suffered from
her own mother-in-law who is the girl's mother's
mother. An intimate relation of a mother towards
her married daughter is usually jealously resented by
her son's wife. When the girl comes under her con-
trol, she will take her as a target for revenge.
In this family situation, we can see that the psycho-
logical factor is stronger than the economic factor,
because from the economic point of view the second
type is much preferable for a balancing of obligations.
I could not ascertain the actual number of cases of
each type of cross-cousin marriage. But my in-
formant admitted that if there is an opportunity of a
suitable match of the up-hill type, it will usually be
made. In a neighbouring village, there is only one
case of the " reverting " type, and that was cited as
fresh evidence of its unhappy results. Furthermore,
comparative materials from South China confirms the
conclusion here suggested. The same type of patri-
lineal family system and the potential conflict between

